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its own mere motion can lawfully get out of the
Union.... To the extent of my ability I shall
take care, as the Constitution itself expressly en-
joins upon me, that the laws of the Union be
faithfully executed in all the States. ... In
doing this, there need be no bloodshed or violence;
and there shall be none, unless it be forced upon
the national authority. The power confided to
me will be used to hold, occupy, and possess the
property and places belonging to the government."
Addressing the Southerners, he said: "In your
hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and
not in mine. Is the momentous issue of civil war.
The Government will not assail you. . . . We
are not enemies but friends. . . . The mystic
cords of memory, stretching from every battlefield
and patriot grave to every living heart and hearth-
stone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the
chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely
they will be, by the better angels of our nature."
Gentle as was the phrasing of the inaugural, it
was perfectly firm, and it outlined a policy which
the South would not accept, and which, in the
opinion of the Southern leaders, brought them a
step nearer war. Wall Street held the same belief,
and as a consequence the price of stocks fell.